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Known for his depictions of Australian and oceanic landscapes, Ray Crooke is one 
of Australia’s most significant artists of the second half of the twentieth century.  In 
1937, Crooke commenced his formal art training at the Swinburne Technical College 
in Melbourne. Two years later, he enlisted in the army serving in Western Australia, 
Townsville, Cape York and Thursday Island. During this time, the artist worked as a 
mapmaker—honing his drawing skills as he gained inspiration from scenes of island 
life. After the war, Crooke continued to travel extensively, immersing himself in new 
cultures and their environs. Inspired by Paul Gauguin, Cooke was eager to develop an 
understanding of the people of Fiji, Torres Strait and neighbouring Pacific Islands. His 
journeys also led him to inland Queensland and Western Australia where his painting 
continued.

Crooke enjoyed numerous successes throughout his career. Notably, in 1969, following 
his move to Sydney, he won the Archibald Prize at the Art Gallery of New South Wales 
for his portrait of novelist George Johnston. In 1993, Crooke was appointed a member of 
the Order of Australia for his contribution to the visual arts. His work has been the subject 
of numerous major retrospectives and travelling exhibitions across Australia. Crooke is 
represented in all major public collections nationally as well as in numerous collections 
internationally, including the Vatican Collection, Rome.

Fitzroy River

This major oil painting is one of the most attractive and significant Crooke landscapes 
to come onto the secondary market. It is the first time Fitzroy Crossing has been offered 
for sale since 1988 when it was originally collected from Holdsworth Galleries, Sydney. 
Crooke’s travels across the northern interior of Australia and its neighbouring oceanic 
islands allowed the artist to develop a deep understanding of the land. Crooke knew 
the landscape intimately—Fitzroy River captures the beauty of our country with each 
thoughtful stroke. Here, clear blue skies pop against the muted Australian earth and 
translucent mirrored waters reflects the tranquility of landscape. Crooke’s delicate mark-
making invites viewer contemplation—to feel the heat haze and relief in the cooling waters 
in the great northwest expanse of Australia. 
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