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Oceans of wonder

Artists James Drinkwater 
and Lottie Consalvo with 
their children Vincenzo and 
Hester in their compact 
home, a jewel beside the 
beach in Newcastle, NSW. 
Artwork by Johnny 
Warangkula Tjupurrula. 

 Lottie Consalvo and James Drinkwater have created a big-hearted,  
art-filled home in their tiny terrace by the sea. 

STO RY  Elizabeth Wilson | ST Y L I N G  Sophie Wilson | P H OTO G R A P H Y  Alana Landsberry
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Lottie, Hester and their border  
collie Bella on the stairs of their 
artfully revived terrace. The painting 
on the right is by Christopher 
Horder. Artwork on ceiling is by 
Gavin Vitullo. OPPOSITE The 
dining table was made by James. 
The rattan chairs are roadside finds 
and the timber chairs are vintage 
finds. Vessel on table by James 
Drinkwater. Artworks (from top) by 
Dylan Palmer, Chris Capper and 
Tony Tuckson. 

E
arly each morning before her family rises, artist 
Lottie Consalvo walks her dog along the beach, 
just over the road from her home in Newcastle,  
NSW. It’s a daily ritual that never loses its allure: 
she loves the sea mist, the ocean’s many tones of 
blue, and the “sense of infinity” found in that wide 
horizon, where the silvery sky spills into the sea. 

“It definitely shifts something in me, being in nature each 
day, in a place that is beautiful,” she says. “I feel very lucky.” 

The beach is a magnet for the rest of the family, too – Lottie’s 
husband James Drinkwater, also an artist, and their children 
Vincenzo, eight, and Hester, five. In fact, the desire to live as 
close as possible to the water was the key reason Lottie and 
James purchased this two-storey terrace, one of a row of 1830s 
sandstone-and-brick houses, which they recently renovated. 

When they bought the property in 2017, it was feeling its 
age. Nothing apart from its location really spoke to the pair. 
“It was small, had a bad layout and it needed work,” says 
Lottie. “But the house was clearly structurally sound – it had 
been standing for almost 200 years. It just needed some 
love.” Family members were bemused by their choice, as the 
house, sitting on a block of just 80 square metres, was not 
exactly child-friendly.  > 
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“Neither of our mothers could understand why we wanted 
it,” says Lottie. “But it was exactly where we wanted to live.” 
The couple traded a white picket-fenced home on a 500-square-
metre block 20 minutes from the beach for this “rusty old 
sardine can by the sea”, as they affectionately dubbed it. “And 
it really is the best decision we have ever made,” she says.  

Lottie, who is originally from Melbourne, met James, who 
hails from Newcastle, when he was living in the southern city 
and playing in a band. After they married, they travelled 
extensively and lived in Berlin for three years. On returning 
to Australia, they gravitated to Newcastle, a place familiar to 
Lottie as she had made visits there growing up, to visit her 
nonna. “I could picture a good lifestyle with children here,” 
she says. “I love being by the sea and I prefer small cities. Not 
to mention we couldn’t afford to live in Sydney.”

Pre-renovation, the terrace had two bedrooms, both upstairs. 
The bathroom was downstairs at the rear, disconnecting the 
living areas from the courtyard. “Strangely, the kitchen was 
the first room at the front, and the only space for a dining 
table was under the staircase,” says Lottie.

To help untangle and reconfigure the layout, they turned to 
architect and friend Anthony St John Parsons. Their brief 
was... well, brief. “You always get the best results from an artist 
if you don’t give them too many parameters,” says Lottie. “We 
just said we wanted a three-bedroom house with a bathroom 
upstairs and a connection to the courtyard.” > “THERE ARE SO MANY LOVELY NOOKS. IT’S  

A SMALL HOUSE OF WONDER.” Lottie Consalvo, owner

Original brick walls painted Dulux Lexicon Quarter 
form a textural backdrop for Lottie and James’ art 
collection. The sofa was sourced on Gumtree and 
reupholstered. The floor lamp was a gift. Artworks 

(from left) by Sarah Mosca, Sally Gabori, Ross Mullane, 
Tony Mighell and Ben Gallagher. OPPOSITE  

TOP LEFT Bespoke joinery by Geordie Malone. 
Shields by Raymond Young. Figurative sculpture by 

Leroy Chapman. White sculpture by Ramesh 
Nithiyendran. Painting on buffet by Todd McMillan. 

OPPOSITE TOP RIGHT The kitchen is small but 
perfectly formed. OPPOSITE BOTTOM Artwork at 

left by Christopher Horder; the painting above the 
fireplace is one of Lottie’s.
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“I LOVE ALL THE DETAILS IN OUR 
HOUSE. YOUR EYE NEVER LANDS  

ON ANYTHING ORDINARY.” Lottie Consalvo

Interesting, storied pieces appear throughout the home. Sofa and armchair were 
bought on Gumtree and reupholstered. Works above armchair both by Patrick 
Francis. Terracotta vessels (above door) by Jen Lanz. Steel hanging sculpture by 
Braddon Snape. Painting above sofa by Sarah Mosca. OPPOSITE Hester and 
Vincenzo strike a pose. Console table, vintage find. Figurative sculpture (on 
table) is a Mornington Island doll, artist unknown. Painting by Wayne Magrin.  >
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“THE STUDIO IS A PLACE 
OF MAKING, WITHOUT 
THE DISTRACTIONS OF 

HOME. IT’S LIKE 
ENTERING ANOTHER 
HEAD SPACE.” Lottie Consalvo 

Lottie works across painting, performance, 
video and sculpture. “The ocean has played  
a big part in my work since moving here,” 
she says. “It’s hard to ignore the effect the 
ocean has on us when we are always near it 
or in it.” All artworks pictured are by Lottie.  >
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James’ art practice takes in painting,  
sculpture, drawings and wearable textiles. 

“Since I was a child, making art was the 
clearest way I could express myself,” he says. 

His creativity is nourished by “generosity of any 
kind, whether it be the human spirit or nature 

itself”. All artworks pictured are by James.  
For Where to Buy, see page 192.

They assumed they’d need to extend the house to achieve 
this, but Anthony took a different approach. “Instead of trying 
to turn our tiny terrace into a bigger house, he wanted to keep 
within the existing footprint, be clever with the minimal space, 
insert beautiful moments and create what he calls ‘a jewel’,” 
says Lottie. “It’s a design we could not have imagined. He has 
squeezed so much into our house yet made it feel bigger. He 
is a very clever architect and thinks like an artist.” 

Inside, this ‘jewel’ sparkles with a materials palette of timber, 
steel, brick, bronze and mosaic tiles. Every room has its own 
moment of surprise and wonder. In the new upstairs bathroom, 
for example, a wall over the sink opens up over the staircase. 
In Lottie and James’ bedroom, the walls are deep forest green 
– “I love dark spaces to retreat to from the sun,” says Lottie. 
Vincenzo, meanwhile, adores his bedroom which features an 
elevated bed (“two metres high in the sky”) and a huge dormer 
window looking over Newcastle.

Bespoke timber joinery throughout is complemented by 
upcycled furniture and vintage finds. Cleverly tailored details 
grace every room. “There are so many lovely nooks – it’s a 
small house of wonder,” says Lottie. The walls are all white, 
the perfect backdrop for artworks, offset by floors that have 
been finished in black japan. 

Not surprisingly, colour and art play a key role in this home. 
Recurring hues include white, dark green, red oxide and 
‘Pompeian pink’, one of James’ favourite colours. Every room 
is like a gallery space – but not in a precious sense. Here, the 
walls radiate warmth, soul, comfort and stories. Art is part of 
the home’s pulse and fabric. “It’s mainly other people’s works 
on our walls,” says Lottie. “James painted the dining room 
ceiling and I did the painting above the fireplace.”

Lottie and James rent separate studios close to home, and 
take a disciplined approach to studio time. “As our children 
are young, we both work a five-day week, nine to five,” says 
Lottie. For them, Newcastle is the ideal place for nourishing 
both their creative and family lives. “As artists, we love to be 
away from [big cities] but we can dip our toes in when we want 
to,” says Lottie. “Newcastle has so much happening, and there 
are great artists and galleries here. It’s stimulating without 
being too much, so you can just focus on making.”  

And when they put tools down, they can always head to the 
beach beckoning on their doorstep.    >

Lottie Consalvo; lottieconsalvo.com. Anthony St John Parsons 
Architect; Annandale, NSW; (02) 5507 9582 or asjp.com.au. 
Lottie exhibits at Dominik Mersch Gallery (Sydney), and  
Jan Murphy Gallery (Brisbane). James exhibits at Nicholas 
Thompson Gallery (Melbourne) and Nanda\Hobbs (Sydney). 
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L I F E  &  S T Y L E
Lottie Consalvo shares some firsts and favourite things.

“MY FAVOURITE 
FLOWERS? WHATEVER 
SOMEONE BUYS ME!”
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FIRST ADULT HOME? A big old apartment in St Kilda, Victoria.
BUCKET-LIST DESTINATION? I had one when I was younger, it was India (2).  

I’ve now been there twice and it’s a place I want to keep returning to.
DREAM RESTAURANT TABLE? Take me to a good Indian  

restaurant (4) and I’m in heaven!
FAVOURITE DOWNTIME PURSUIT? Camping and reading.  

Ideally both at the same time.
 FAVOURITE ARTISTS? Sarah Mosca (3), Sally Gabori and Howard Hodgkin (1).

A DESIGNER WHO INSPIRES ME IS... Architect Peter Märkli and his building  
La Congiunta (5). I’m drawn to its utilitarian aesthetic.

I’M CURRENTLY READING... The Bride and the Bachelors: Five Masters of  
the Avant-Garde by Calvin Tomkins (1972). A great book but unfortunately no  

women are mentioned. Here’s to no more books on art history omitting the  
female artists of their time!

FAVOURITE FASHION LABELS? Alpha60 (9), Plasticana and Post Sole.
 FAVOURITE SCENT? I wear a lot of musky perfumes from India,  

Aesop’s Marrakech (10) and my mother’s perfume, Knowing.
 FAVOURITE MOVIE? I am Love (7), which I watched along with other Italian films 

during lockdown in an attempt to be transported to the countryside in Italy.
A DESIGNER PIECE I COVET IS... An Enzo Mari table (6).

NEXT MAJOR PURCHASE FOR THE HOME? A good compost bin.
I CAN’T LIVE WITHOUT... I hope I can live without all my things but I have owned 

my Blundstone boots (8) for nine years and wear them almost every day for work.  
I would miss them terribly if they were gone.  #


