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ARTIST STATEMENT

Philip Bacon is a very well known and respected art dealer who over many decades has represented some of 

Australia’s most famous artists. And now that he is also my art dealer, I decided to paint his portrait.

Often when you visit Philip Bacon Galleries, you will see Philip quietly coming down the stairs, and for some 

reason this made a deep impression on me, and was the inspiration for this composition. In the portrait I am 

striving to show his personality, his kindness, confidence, and strong belief in the arts.

The setting I have placed him in, his own gallery, is important to the work’s composition and tone. I spent a lot 

of time on the background, using abstract textures, different shades of grey and emphatic marks, which I hope 

make for a portrait that is strong and powerful. It took two months to complete, from the draft to the finished 

work.

Jun Chen is an eight-time Archibald finalist with his 2017 portrait of the late Sydney art dealer, Ray Hughes being 

highly commended. He has been a Wynne Prize finalist four times and the Sulman Prize, five times. In 2013, he 

won the Tattersall’s Club Landscape Art Prize and the King’s School Art Prize. Chen's work is included in the 

collections of the Art Gallery of NSW, National Portrait Gallery, Parliament House and numerous other major 

public and private collections in Australia and China.

https://nandahobbs.com/artist/jun-chen
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ARTIST STATEMENT

Angela Tiatia is a multidisciplinary artist and filmmaker exploring the boundaries of objectification, gender and 

race though a post-colonial lens on contemporary culture.

I first became aware of Angela from her beautiful self-portrait at the 2018 Archibald. It was such a striking image 

and full of the wry invention I have come to associate with all her work.

We later spoke at some length about the nature of the private self versus the public image and I proposed a 

portrait to that effect, although Angela has since joked she only said yes because she liked my Irish accent. 

Her holding a photograph of herself in classic model pose is a direct reference to that idea. I also sought out 

the ‘peacock’ chair as a further nod to how we present ourselves to the world as it served as a quasi-throne for 

Angela.

The painting took approximately 300 hours. It was painted at the height of the bushfires and drought, the studio 

was often filled with smoke, which is referenced by the spilled water, fallen flowers and knocked over vase.

Irish born Jonathan Dalton has been an Archibald finalist four out of four attempts—from 2017 to 2020. He has 

also received prestigious awards from both the Royal Hibernian Academy and the Royal Ulster Academy, two of 

Ireland’s leading art institutions.

https://nandahobbs.com/artist/jonathan-dalton
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ARTIST STATEMENT

Blak Douglas has painted Dujuan Hoosan, an Arrernte and Garrwa child healer who was the subject of the 

ground-breaking 2019 documentary In My Blood It Runs.

‘Dujuan was 14 at the portrait sitting and was in Sydney launching the documentary. In painting the portrait I’ve 

attempted to marry Dujuan’s divine youth with his inherited ancient wisdom. My customary seven bands in the 

background represent the Seven Sisters Dreaming, here stylised in the colours of the Northern Territory flag. The 

text is written quotes from Dujuan, presented as lines written on a school blackboard.’

Born in 1970 to an Aboriginal father of the Dhungutti people and an Irish-Australian mother, Douglas lives and 

works in Sydney’s Redfern. Originally trained in illustration and photography, Douglas became a self-practicing 

artist in the medium of painting. His works are profoundly bold and focus on what it means to be an Aboriginal 

person in the 21st century.

An Archibald Prize finalist in 2015, 2018 and 2019, he was also a 2005 & 2019 Wynne Prize finalist with a 

collaborative work; and was the winner of Newcastle Art Gallery’s Kilgour Prize in 2019.
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ARTIST STATEMENT

American-born, Sydney-based artist Kim Leutwyler’s subject is Brian Firkus, the creator of alter-ego, Trixie Mattel. 

Firkus is an American drag queen, singer-songwriter, comedian, author and television personality best known for 

winning the third season of RuPaul’s drag race all stars as Trixie. ‘Brian is half Ojibwe and comes from a Native 

American family. He had an abusive stepfather who called him a ‘trixie’ when he acted feminine, inspiring his drag 

name. Brian has an incredible story, so I couldn’t resist reaching out for a portrait sitting.’

‘Our initial sitting took place backstage at Sydney’s Enmore Theatre before Trixie’s one-woman show. For the 

second sitting I travelled to America to Brian’s home in Los Angeles where he chose an outfit that reflected his 

country roots (he picked up the hat touring Australia); then finished the painting in my home studio in Redfern.’

Born in the United States in 1984, Leutwyler migrated to Australia in 2012. She has Bachelor degrees in Studio 

and Art History from Arizona State University, and a Painting and Drawing degree from the School of the Art 

Institute of Chicago. This is her fourth time as an Archibald Prize finalist.
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ARTIST STATEMENT

James Powditch’s subject is Anthony Albanese, the leader of the Australian Labor Party. He says: ‘Anthony is my 

federal member in Sydney’s inner-west where he has lived all his life and I most of mine. I love his politics but I 

may love his taste in music even more. The set he chose when co-hosting the Rage 2013 TV electionspecial could 

almost have been mine!

In the news every day during and post the bushfires I thought he must be exhausted and need some down time. I 

pictured him late at night, home after a long day, music playing, just processing and lost in thought.

We talked about growing up in Marrickville and seeing bands - The Sunnyboys and New Order. The portrait 

evolved as an album cover with elements of Neil Young’s Harvest and New Order’s Power, Corruption and Lies.

Painted during lock down the tone shifted, the title less homage, more lament and the image darker as Anthony 

listens to the past whilst dealing with the present and a now very uncertain future.’

Powditch was born in 1966 in Sydney. He’s won the Mosman Art Prize and the Blake Prize for Religious Art. This is 

his sixth time as an Archibald finalist; he is also a regular finalist in the Wynne and Sulman prizes.
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Adelaide-born Dee Smart is a self-taught artist and former actress. She says of her self-portrait: ‘The past year 

for me has been extraordinary on so many levels. To pay homage to the experience I painted a self-portrait. 

Following a diagnosis of cancer in November with a grim prognosis and the ensuing seven months of arduous 

treatment I simply opened my heart to all that was to follow. I was never scared, not for a second - I honestly 

could say I’ve had a brilliant life!

Faced with the real possibility of not being here what came to the fore is did I matter, and to whom? What I 

discovered was just how much I was loved, personified in an army of support, family, friendship, and laughter. My 

army surrounded me and with their love it’s been the most extraordinarily wonderful time. I wouldn’t change a 

thing.

This self-portrait is an intuitive and direct response to looking in a mirror and seeing the face I know so well 

ravaged by treatment - but Deo Gratias! I’m here.’

This is Smart’s third time as an Archibald finalist. She was a 2019 finalist in both the Portia Geach Memorial Award, 

Doug Moran National Portrait Prize and Darling Portrait Prize.

https://nandahobbs.com/artist/dee-smart


 S AVA G E  E N T R O P Y  I N  PAY N E S  G R E Y 

 
2020 

Oil on canvas 
164 x 204cm

NICHOLAS BLOWERS

WYNNE FINALIST



ARTIST STATEMENT

There is a busy, chaotic feel to my work; a world of debris and clutter that one often finds in the Australian 

landscape. I often search for places that have a heightened sense of drama and find it particularly in subjects that 

are in an advanced stage of collapse and decay. 

The subject of this painting is a mine tailings pond at Savage River in Tasmania. These tailing ponds are a place 

of conflict, it is a landscape where both human interests and wildness compete. Paradoxically It is also a place of 

beauty at odds with the drama that is unfolding.

One doesn’t really have the experiences to immediately comprehend these places and they convey a strangeness 

that I find incredibly appealing. When I first walked there my senses were alive to a change in temperature as if a 

psychological threshold had been crossed.

The Savage River paintings became a way of memorialising the subject and simply bearing witness to an 

existence.  And I felt the subjects of these pictures were as much still lifes and portraits as they were landscapes.

Nicholas Blowers is a two-time winner of the Paddington Art Prize and a regular finalist in the Glover Prize (twice 

highly commended and voted People’s Choice). He has won the Kings School Prize and selected as a finalist in 

several other major awards including the Waterhouse Natural History Prize (Highly commended), Hobart City Art 

Prize, Fleurieu and Blake Prizes and the Doug Moran Portrait Prize.
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Three Imaginary Boys

walk across the dirt road 

in the footsteps of my shadow 

see the light 

no ones home 

in amongst the boys 

stare at nothing 

the falcon moves 

yeah the boys 

yeah the boys 

scared of what the morning brings 

waiting for tomorrow 

for my dole cheque 

the dole cheque never comes 

deep inside the empty feeling 

once the drugs have faded 

three imaginary boys 

 

as I paint this I’m listening to the cure  

and remembering myself aged 18 on the dole on drugs 

listening to the cure 

this is where painting meets memory meets reality 

all blur into one, and the painting is the imprint, the record, the proof that I exist.

This is Paul Ryan’s sixth finalist selection in the Sulman Prize. He is a 13-time Archibald finalist and five-time 

Wynne Prize finalist. Paul has won the Paddington Art Prize (2007 & 2010), Geelong Contemporary Art Prize 

(2012) and has been a finalist numerous times in the Mosman Prize, Moran Prize, Fishers Ghost, Kilgour, Tattersals 

and other major awards.
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